FIELD IDENTIFICATION OF DOMESTIC RODENTS
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PHYSICAL ABILITIES

It Is Difficult To Ratproof A Building Without Knowing The Physical Capabilities Of Rats.
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The following guidelines probably represent the combined maximum abilities of
Rattus norvigicus and Rattus rattus. Therefore, when ratproofing a structure,
it would be wise to assume that rats can accomplish the following:

Gain entrance through any opening that is larger than 1/2 inch (1 1/4 cm ) square.
Climb both vertical and horizontal wires.
Climb the inside of vertical pipes that are 1 1/2to 4 inches (4 to 10 cm ) in diameter.

Climb the outside of vertical pipes and conduits up to 3 inches (7 ¢cm ) of a wall or other
continous support for the rodent.

Climb the outside of vertical pipes of any size if the pipe is within 3 inches (7 cm ) of a wall
or other continuous support for the rodent.

Crawl horizontally on any type of pipe or conduit.

Jump vertically as much as 36 inches ( 1 meter) from a flat surface.

Jump horizontally at least 8 feet ( 2.4 meters) from an elevation of 15 feet ( 4 1/2 meters ).
Drop 50 feet ( 15 meters ) without being killed or seriously injured.

Burrow vertically in earth to a depth of 4 feet ( 1 1/4 meters ).

Climb brick or other rough exterior walls, which offer footholds, to gain access to upper
stories of structures.

Climb vines, shrubs and trees or travel along telephone, cable or power lines to gain access
to upper stories of buildings.

Reach as much as 13 inches ( 33 cm ) along smooth vertical walls.

Swim as far as 1/2 mile ( 0.8 kilometer ) in open water, dive through water plumbing traps and
travel in sewer lines even against substantial currents.

Gnaw through a wide variety of materials including lead sheeting, sun-dried adobe brick,
cinder block and aluminum sheeting.
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